THE PROPHET-FOUNDER

Opening Prayer


All majesty and glory, O my God, and all dominion and light and grandeur and splendor be unto Thee.  Thou bestowest sovereignty on whom Thou willest and dost withhold it from whom Thou desirest.  No God is there but Thee, the All-Possessing, the Most Exalted.  Thou art He Who createth from naught the universe and all that dwell therein.  There is nothing worthy of Thee except Thyself, while all else but Thee are as outcasts in Thy holy presence and are as nothing when compared to the glory of Thine Own Being.


...I bear witness that Thou Thyself alone art the sole expression of Thine attributes, that the praise of no one besides Thee can ever attain to Thy holy court nor can Thine attributes ever be fathomed by anyone other than Thyself.


...I have known Thee, O my God, by reason of Thy making Thyself known unto me, for hadst Thou not revealed Thyself unto me, I would not have known Thee.  I worship Thee by virtue of Thy summoning me unto Thee, for had it not been for Thy summons I would not have worshiped Thee.

( The Báb 
Hinduism

Excerpts from Rig Veda 10.129


At first was neither Being nor Nonbeing.  There was not air nor yet sky beyond.  What was its wrapping?  Where?  In whose protection?  Was water there, unfathomable and deep?  There was no death then, nor yet deathlessness; of night or day there was not any sign.  The One breathed without breath, by its own impulse.


Other than that was nothing else at all.  In the beginning Love arose,

which was the primal germ cell of the mind.  The Seers, searching in their hearts with wisdom, discovered the connection of Being in Nonbeing.

Excerpt from Laws of Manu 1.5-16


He, desiring to produce beings of many kinds from his own body, first with a thought created the waters, and placed his seed in them.  That seed became a golden egg, in brilliancy equal to the sun; in that egg he himself was born as Brahma, the progenitor of the whole world....

Judaism

Deuteronomy 10.12~13

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and the statutes of the Lord, which I command you this day for your good?

Isaiah 66.1-3, 18-24


Thus said the Lord:  The heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool:  Where could you build a house for Me, what place could serve as My abode?  All this was made by My hand, and thus it all came into being – declares the Lord.  Yet to such a one I look:  To the poor and brokenhearted, Who is concerned about My word……


The time has come to gather all the nations and tongues; they shall come and behold My glory.  I will set a sign among them, and send from them survivors to the nations:  to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud—that draw the bow—to Tubal, Javan, and the distant coasts that have never heard My fame nor beheld My glory.  



They shall declare My glory among these nations.  And out of all the nations, said the Lord, they shall bring all your brothers on horses, in chariots and drays, on mules and dromedaries, to Jerusalem My holy mountain as an offering to the Lord—just as the Israelites bring an offering in a pure vessel to the House of the Lord.  And from them likewise I will take some to be levitical priests, said the Lord.


For as the new heaven and the new earth which I will make shall endure by my will, declares the Lord,  so shall your seed and your name endure.  And new moon after new moon, and sabbath after sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship Me, said the Lord 

Mishnah, Abot 5.4


With ten trials Abraham our father was tried, and he bore them all, to make known how great was the love of Abraham our father.

Buddhism

Lotus Sutra 5


The Buddha appears here in the 

world, like unto a great cloud universally covering all things; and having appeared in the world, He, for the sake of the living, discriminates and proclaims the truth in regard to all laws. 


The Great Holy World-honored One, among the gods and men and among the other beings, proclaims abroad this word: "I am the Tathagata, the Most Honored among men; I appear in the world like unto this great cloud, to pour enrichment on all parched living beings, to free them from their misery, to attain the joy of peace, joy of the present world, and joy of Nirvana....  
As I preach to one person, so I preach to all.  Ever I proclaim the Law, engaged in naught else; going, coming, sitting, standing, never am I weary of pouring it copious on the world, like the all-enriching rain. On honored and humble, high and low, law-keepers and law-breakers, those of perfect character, and those of imperfect, orthodox and heterodox, quick-witted and dull-witted, equally I rain the Law-rain unwearyingly."


Christianity

John 14.6


Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by Me."

Matthew 22.36~40


"Teacher, which is the great  commandment in the law?"  Jesus said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.


And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets."

Matthew 7.24~27


Every one then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  And every one who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it.

Islam

Qur'án 21.51~71


Abraham asked, "What are these images to which you pay devotion?"  They said, "We found our fathers worshippers of them."  He said, "Truly you and your fathers were in plain error."  They said, "Do you bring us the truth, or are you some jester?"  He said, "No, but your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, who created them; and I am of those who testify to that.  And, by God, I shall circumvent your idols after you have gone away and turned your backs." Then he reduced them to fragments, all save the chief of them, that perhaps they might have recourse to it.  They said, "Who has done this to our gods?  Surely it must be some evildoer."    Others said, "We heard a youth make mention of them, one called Abraham."   They said, "Bring him here before the people's eyes that they may testify."   They said, "Are you the one who has done this to our gods, Abraham?"   He said, "No, their chief has done it.  So question them, if they can speak."   


...Then they said to Abraham, "You know well that they do not speak."   He said, "Do you worship instead of God that which cannot profit you at all, nor harm you?  Fie on you and all that you worship instead of God!  Have you then no sense?"  They said, "Burn him and stand by your  gods, if you will!"  We said, "O fire, be coolness and peace for Abraham!"         


They wished to set a  snare for him, but We made them the greater losers.  And we rescued him  and Lot, and brought them to the land that We have blessed for all peoples.

Qur'án 25.30~31

The Messenger says, "O my Lord, behold, my people have taken this Qur'án as a thing to be shunned."  Even so We have appointed to every Prophet an enemy from among the sinners; but your Lord suffices as a guide and as a helper.

Qur'án 51.15~21; 28~29


It needs not that I swear by the stars of retrograde motions which move swiftly and hide themselves away, and by the night when it cometh darkening on, and by the dawn when it brighteneth, that this is the word of an illustrious Messenger, endued with power, having influence with the Lord of the Throne, obeyed there by Angels, faithful to his trust,... 


...To him among you who willeth to walk the straight path: But will it ye shall not, unless as God willeth it, the Lord of the worlds.

Bábí Faith

Selections From the Writings of

the Báb,  p. 120


Should a Christian contend, 'How can I deem the Qur'án a testimony while I am unable to understand it?' such a contention would be  unacceptable.  Likewise the people of the Qur'án disdainfully observe, 'We are unable to  comprehend the eloquence of the verses in the Bayán
, how can we regard it as a testimony?'  Whoever uttereth such words, say unto him, 'O thou untutored one! By what proof hast thou embraced the religion of Islam?  Is it the Prophet on whom thou hast never set eyes?  Is it the miracles which thou hast never witnessed?  If thou hast accepted Islam unwittingly, wherefore hast thou done so?  But if thou hast embraced the Faith by recognizing the Qur'án as the testimony, because thou hast heard the learned and the faithful express their powerlessness before it, or if thou hast, upon hearing the divine verses and by virtue of thy spontaneous love for the True Word of God, responded in a spirit of utter humility and lowliness--a spirit which is one of the mightiest signs of true love and understanding--then such proofs have been and will ever be regarded as sound.'

Selections From the Writings of 

the Báb,  p. 125


If ...thou art sailing upon the sea of creation, know thou that the First Remembrance, which is the Primal Will of God, may be likened unto the sun.  God hath created Him through the potency of His might, and He hath, from the beginning that hath no beginning, caused Him to be manifested in every  Dispensation through the compelling power of His behest, and God will, to the end that knoweth no end, continue to manifest Him according to the good-pleasure of His invincible Purpose.


In the time of the First Manifestation the Primal Will appeared in Adam;  in the day of Noah, It became known in Noah; in the day of Abraham in Him; and so in the day of Moses; the day of Jesus; the day of Muhammad, the Apostle of God;  the day of the 'Point of the Bayán'; the day of Him Whom God shall make manifest; and the day of the One Who will appear after Him Whom God shall make manifest.  Hence the inner meaning of the words uttered by the Apostle of God, 'I am all the Prophets', inasmuch as what shineth resplendent in each one of Them hath been and will remain the one and the same sun.

Bahá’í Faith

 The Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 97


…they Who are the Luminaries of Truth and the Mirrors reflecting the light of Divine Unity, in whatever age and cycle they are sent down from their invisible habitations of ancient glory unto this world to educate the souls of men and endue with grace all created things, are invariably endowed with an all-compelling power and invested with invincible sovereignty... These sanctified Mirrors, these Day-springs of ancient glory are one and all the exponents on earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its essence and ultimate purpose.  Inasmuch as these Birds of the celestial Throne are all sent down 

from the heaven of the Will of God and as they all arise to proclaim His irresistible Faith, they therefore are regarded as one soul and the same person... They all abide in the same tabernacle, soar in the same heaven, are seated upon the same throne, utter the same speech and proclaim the same Faith... 


They only differ in the intensity of their revelation and the comparative potency of their light...


That a certain attribute of God hath not been outwardly manifested by these Essences of Detachment doth in no wise imply that they Who are the Daysprings of God's attributes and the Treasuries of His holy names did not actually possess it.

Hidden Words of Bahá'u’lláh 

(Arabic #5, #6, and epilogue)

O Son of Being! Love Me, that I may love thee.  If thou lovest Me not, My love can in no wise reach thee.  Know this, O servant.


O Son of Being!  Thy Paradise is My love; thy heavenly home, reunion with Me.  Enter therein and tarry not. This is that which hath been destined for thee in Our kingdom above and Our exalted Dominion.


The mystic and wondrous Bride, hidden ere this beneath the veiling of utterance, hath now by the grace of God and His divine favor, been made manifest even as the resplendent light shed by the beauty of the Beloved.  I bear witness, O friends! that the favor is complete, the argument fulfilled, the proof manifest and the evidence established.  Let it now be seen what your endeavors in the path of detachment will reveal.  In this wise hath the divine favor been fully vouchsafed unto you and unto them that are in the heaven and on earth.  All praise to God, the Lord of all the Worlds.

Prayer

O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock.  Thou hast decreed that all shall belong to the same house hold.  In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy servants, and all mankind are sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are illumined through the light of Thy Providence.  


O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast provided for all, dost shelter all, conferrest life upon all.  Thou hast endowed each and all with talents and faculties, and 

all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy.


O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see each other as one family and the whole earth as one home.  May they all live together in perfect harmony.


O God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind.


O God! Establish the Most Great Peace. Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together.


O Thou kind Father, God!  Gladden our hearts through the fragrance of Thy love.  Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance.  Delight our ears with the melody of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of Thy Providence.


Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind.

(‘Abdu’l-Bahá

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE IN THE FAMILY AND IN SOCIETY

HUSBAND AND WIFE

Hinduism
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 1.4.17 and 1.4.3


In the beginning there was only the Self, one only.  He desired, "May I have a wife in order to have offspring; may I have wealth in order to perform a work!" -for desire reaches this far.  Even if one wishes, one cannot obtain more than this.  As long as one does not attain each of these (desires), he thinks himself to be incomplete.


He found no joy; so even today, one who is all alone finds no joy. He yearned for a second.  He became as large as a man and a woman locked in close embrace.  This self he split into two; hence arose husband and wife.  Therefore, as Yajnavalkya
 used to observe, "Oneself is like half of a split pea."  That is why this void is filled by woman.  He was united with her, and thence were born human beings.

Judaism

Kethuvim, Proverbs 31.15


What a rare find is a capable wife!  Her worth is far beyond that of rubies.  Her husband puts his confidence in her, and lacks no good thing.  She is good to him, never bad, all the days of her life.  She looks for wool and flax, and sets her hand to them with a will.  She is like a merchant fleet, bringing her food from afar.  She rises while it is still night, and supplies provisions for her household, the daily fair of her maids.  She sets her mind on an estate and acquires it; she plants a vineyard by her own labors.  She girds herself with strength, and performs her tasks with vigor.  She sees that her business thrives; her lamp never goes out at night.  She sets her hand to the distaff; her fingers work the spindle.  She 

gives generously to the poor; her hands are stretched out to the needy…She is clothed with strength and splendor; she looks to the future cheerfully.  Her mouth is full of wisdom, her tongue with kindly teaching.  She oversees the activities of her household and never eats the bread of idleness.  Her children declare her happy; her husband praises her, "Many women have done well, but you surpass them all."  Grace is deceptive, beauty is illusory; it is for her fear of the Lord that a woman is to be praised.  Extol her for the fruit of her hand, and let her works praise her in the gates.

Christianity

Ephesians 5.22~33

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church; and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the lord the church  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.   This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

Bahá’í Faith
Bahá'u'lláh, Bahá'í Prayers, p. 105



And when He desired to manifest grace and beneficence to men, and to set the world in order, He revealed observances and created laws; among them He established the law of marriage, made it as a fortress for well-being and salvation, and enjoined it upon us in that which was sent down out of the heaven of sanctity in His Most Holy Book. He saith, great is His glory:  "Marry, O people, that from you may appear he who will remember Me amongst My servants; this is one of My commandments unto you; obey it as an assistance to yourselves.

The Family
Zoroastrianism

Avesta, Yasna 60.5


May in this family discipline overcome indiscipline, peace discord, charity miserliness, devotion arrogance, the truth-spoken word the false-spoken word which destroys the holy order.

Buddhism

Sutta Nipata 262


Supporting one's father and mother, cherishing wife and children and a peaceful occupation; this is the greatest blessing.

Islam

Qur'án 25.74

Lord, give us joy in our wives and children, and make us models for the God-fearing.

Bahá'í Faith
Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, p.156

The beginning of magnanimity is when man expendeth his wealth on himself, on his family and on the poor among his brethren in his Faith. 


Parents and Children

Judaism and Christianity
Psalm 78.5~7

…he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children:  That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born, who should arise and declare them to their children:  that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments.

Native Wisdoms

Zuni Prayer


Do not despise the breath of your fathers, but draw it into your body.  That our roads may reach to where the life-giving road of our sun father comes out, that, clasping one another tight, holding one another fast, we may finish our roads together; that this may be, I add to your breath now.  To this end:  may my father bless you with life; may your road reach to Dawn Lake, may your road be fulfilled.

Igbo Naming Ceremony (Nigeria)
Brethren, a new child is born.  While in the uterus it was the woman's thing; safely delivered, it is everybody's child, a native of Nibo, a Nigerian.


He shall grow under the care of his parents; when mature he will look after his parents.  He shall listen to the good advice of his parents, he ought not to obey wrong things.


We want truly good children, not any thing at all:  He will grow up industrious, imitating father, mother, and other relations.


No evil child!  Instead of a thief, may it pass away through miscarriage.  The name of the baby is "Chinenye."

Yoruba Nuptial Chant (Nigeria)

My father, thank you for petting me; my mother, thank you for making me comfortable;  thank you for robing me with wisdom, which is more important than robing me with clothes.  Slaves will minister unto you; servants will be your helpers.  Children which I shall bear will minister unto you.

Akan Proverb (Ghana)

If your parents take care of you up to the time you cut your teeth, you take care of them when they lose theirs.

Nez Perce Tradition
My father sent for me; I saw he was dying.  I buried him in that beautiful valley of winding waters.  I love that land more than all the rest of the world.  A man who would not love his father's grave is worse than a wild animal.

Bahá'í Faith
Bahá'u'lláh, Bahá'í Education, p. 248


That which is of paramount importance for the children, that which must precede all else, is to teach them the oneness of God and the laws of God.  For lacking this, the fear of God cannot be inculcated, and lacking the fear of God an infinity of odious and abominable actions will spring up, and sentiments will be uttered that transgress all bounds... 

The parents must exert every effort to rear their offspring to be religious, for should the children not attain this greatest of adornments, they will not obey their parents, which in a certain sense means that they will not obey God.  Indeed, such children will show no consideration to anyone, and will do exactly as they please. 


The Ideal Society

Judaism

Nevi'im, Jeremiah 22.3~5


Thus said the Lord:  Do what is just and right; rescue from the defrauder him who is robbed; do not wrong the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow; commit no lawless act, and do not shed the blood of the innocent in this place.  For if you fulfill this command, then through the gates of the palace shall enter kings of David's line who sit upon his throne, riding horse-drawn chariots, with their courtiers and their subjects.  But if you do not heed these commands, I swear by Myself-declared the Lord-this palace shall become a ruin.

Islam

Qur'án 16.90


Verily, God enjoineth justice and the dong of good and gifts to kindred; and he forbiddeth wickedness and wrong and oppression…Be faithful in the covenant of God when ye have covenanted, and break not your oaths after ye have pledged them; for now have ye made God to stand surety for you.   Verily, God hath knowledge of what ye do.  And, because you are a more numerous people than some other people, be not like her who unravelleth the thread which she had strongly spun, by taking your oaths with mutual perfidy.  God is making trial of you in this; and in the day of resurrection he will assuredly clear up to you that concerning which ye are now at variance.
Bahá'í Faith

Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 144~45


If love and agreement are manifest in a single family, that family will advance, become illumined and spiritual; but if enmity and hatred exist within it, destruction and dispersion are inevitable. This is, likewise, true of a city.  If those who dwell within it manifest a spirit of accord and fellowship, it will progress steadily and human conditions become brighter, whereas through enmity and strife it will be degraded and its inhabitants scattered.  In the same way, the people of a nation develop and advance toward civilization and enlightenment through love and accord and are disintegrated by war and strife.  Finally, this is true of humanity itself in the aggregate.  When love is realized and the ideal spiritual bonds unite the hearts of men, the whole human race will be uplifted, the world will continually grow more spiritual and radiant and the happiness and tranquillity of mankind be immeasurably increased.  Warfare and strife will be uprooted, disagreement and dissension pass away and universal peace unite the nations and peoples of the world.  All mankind will dwell together as one family, blend as the waves of one sea, shine as stars of one firmament and appear as fruits of the same tree.  This is the happiness and felicity of humankind.  This is the illumination of man, the eternal glory and everlasting life; this is the divine bestowal. 

Prayer

Prayers and Meditations, pp. 252~53
My God, the Object of my adoration, the Goal of my desire, the All-Bountiful, the Most Compassionate! All life is of Thee and all power lieth within the grasp of Thine omnipotence.  Whosoever Thou exaltest is raised above the angels, and attaineth the station:  "Verily, We uplifted him to a place on high!"; and whosoever Thou dost abase is made lower than dust, nay, less than nothing. 

O Divine Providence!  Though wicked, sinful, and intemperate, we still seek from Thee a "seat of truth," and long to behold the countenance of the Omnipotent King.  It is Thine to command, and all sovereignty belongeth to Thee, and the realm of might boweth before Thy behest.  Everything Thou doest is pure justice, nay, the very essence of grace.  One gleam from the splendors of Thy Name, the All-Merciful, sufficeth to banish and blot out every trace of sinfulness from the world, and a single breath from the breezes of the Day of Thy Revelation is enough to adorn all mankind with a fresh attire. 

Vouchsafe Thy strength, O Almighty One, unto Thy weak creatures, and quicken them who are as dead, that haply they may find Thee, and may be led unto the ocean of Thy guidance, and may remain steadfast in Thy Cause.  Should the fragrance of Thy praise be shed abroad by any of the divers tongues of the world, out of the East or out of the West, it would, verily, be prized and greatly cherished.  If such tongues, however, be deprived of that fragrance, they assuredly would be unworthy of any mention, be they words or thoughts. 


We beg of Thee, O Providence, to show Thy way unto all men, and to guide them aright.  Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Most Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing. 

(Bahá'u'lláh 

THE PURPOSE OF RELIGION

Hinduism

Laws of Manu 6.92


Contentment, forgiveness, self-control, not appropriating anything unrighteously, purification, coercion of the organs, wisdom, knowledge of the Supreme, truthfulness, and abstention from anger:  these constitute the tenfold law for ascetics.

Vishnu Parana
…by attending to the duties prescribed, he best worships Vishnu.  He does not vilify another either in his presence or in his absence

…who does not speak untruth, does not injure others…

…who does not covet another’s wife, wealth, and who does not bear ill feeling towards any…

…who neither beats nor slays any animate thing…

…who is ever intent upon serving the gods, the Brahmanas and his spiritual preceptor.

…who is ever anxious for the welfare of all creatures, his children and his own soul…

…whose mind is not sullied with anger and other passions…

…who observes the duties laid down by scripture for every caste and condition of life; there is no other mode.

Bhagavad Gita 6.28~32

The infinite joy of touching the Godhead is easily attained by those who are free from the burden of evil and established within themselves.  They see the Self in every creature and all creation in the Self.  With consciousness unified through meditation, they see everything with an equal eye. 


I am ever present unto those who have realized me in every creature.  Seeing all life as My manifestation, they are never separated from Me.  They worship Me in the hearts of all, and all their actions proceed from Me.  Wherever they may live, they abide in Me.  When a person responds to the joys and sorrows of others as if they were his own, he has attained the highest state of spiritual union.

Judaism

Exodus 20.1~17


And God spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

…You shall have no other gods before me.

…You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,

…You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain;

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Honor your father and your mother,

You shall not kill.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet anything that is your neighbor’s.

Psalm 15

Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle, who shall dwell in thy holy hill?  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.  He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor.  In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoreth them that fear the Lord.  He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.  He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent.  he that doeth these things shall never be moved.

Zoroastrianism
The Pahlavi Texts, Instructions to the Priests

About the ten admonitions with which all instruction as to religion is connected…

…the first is to proceed with good repute, for the sake of occasioning approving remarks as to the good repute of your own guardian and teacher, high priest and master.


The second is to become awfully refraining from evil repute, for the sake of evil repute not occurring to relations and guardians.


The third is not to beat your own teacher with a snatched-up stick, and not to bring scandal upon his name, for the sake of annoying him, by uttering that which was not heard from your own teacher.


The fourth is that whatever is taught liberally by your own teacher, you have to deliver back to the worthy, for the sake of not extorting a declaration of renown from the righteous.


The sixth is to keep the way of the good open to your house, for the sake of making righteousness welcome in your own abode.


The seventh is that, for the sake of not developing the fiend insensibly in your reason, you are not to keep it with the religion of the good, nor to remain in impenitence of sin.


The eighth is that, for the sake of severing the fiend from the reason, you have to force malice away from your thoughts, and to become quickly repentant of sin.


The ninth is to fully understand the forward movement of the religion, also keep the advancing of the religion further forwards, and to seek your share of duty therein; and on a backward movement, when adversity happens to the religion, to have the religion back again, and keep your body in the continence of religion.


The tenth is that there is to be a period of obedience towards the ruler and priestly authority, the high-priesthood of the religions.

Buddhism

Khuddaka Patha:  The Ten Charges

The charge to avoid the taking of life.

The charge to avoid taking what is not given.

The charge to avoid unchastity.

The charge to avoid falsehood.

The charge to avoid fermented liquor, distilled liquor, intoxicants giving rise to sloth.

The charge to avoid unseasonable meals.

The charge to avoid dancing, song, playing music, and seeing shows.

The charge to avoid the use of flowers, scents, and unguents, wearing ornaments and decorations.

The charge to avoid the use of raised beds, of wide beds.

The charge to avoid the accepting of gold and silver.

Bandavyuha Sutra, Vows of Samantabhadra

All beings should be accommodated and served by me as attentively as I would show filial respect to my parents, due respect to my teachers, to elders and arhats, up to the Tathagatas, all in equality.  I would be a good physician to the sick, a guide to those who have wandered from the path, setting their feet in the right way.  I would be a light to those who wander in darkness.  I would enable the people in poverty to discover vaults of treasure.  A bodhisattva should thus benefit all beings in equal treatment, and bestow his loving care on all beings alike.  And why?   Because if a bodhisattva serves all beings, that is equal to serving Buddhas dutifully.  To hold all beings in high esteem, and render them respectful services, that is equal to reverencing and serving the Tathagatas.  To make all beings happy, is to please the Tathagatas.

Christianity

Matthew 22:34~40

But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.  Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law?  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord they God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all they mind.  This is the first and great commandment, and second is like unto it.  Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Matthew 16.24~27

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 


For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Islam

Qur’án 6.151~53

Say, Come, I will recite what God has made a sacred duty for you:


Ascribe nothing as equal with Him; be good to your parents.


Kill not your children on a plea of want—We provide sustenance for you and for them.


Approach not lewd behavior whether open or in secret.


Take not life, which God has made sacred, except by way of justice and law.  Thus does He command you, that you may learn wisdom.


And approach not the property of the orphan, except to improve it, until he attains the age of maturity.


Give full measure and weight, in justice—No burden do We place on any soul but that which it can bear. 


And if you give your word, do it justice, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfill your obligations before God.


Thus does He command you, that you may remember.   Verily this is My straight Path:  follow it, and do not follow others paths which will separate you from His Path.  Thus does He command you, that you may be righteous.

Bábí Faith

The Bayán, Vahid 14


God loveth those who are pure.  Naught in the Bayán and in the sight of God is more loved than purity and immaculate cleanliness…


God desireth not to see, in the Dispensation of the Bayán any soul deprived of joy and radiance.  He indeed desireth that under all conditions, all may be adorned with such purity, both inwardly and outwardly, that no repugnance may be caused even to themselves, how much less unto others.

The Bayán, Vahid 19


There is no paradise, in the estimation of the believers in the Divine Unity, more exalted than to obey God's commandments, and there is no fire in the eyes of those who have known God and His signs, fiercer than to transgress His laws and to oppress another soul, even to the extent of a mustard seed.  On the Day of Resurrection God will, in truth, judge all men, and we all verily plead for His grace. 

Bahá’í Faith
The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh

This is that which hath descended from the realm of glory, uttered by the tongue of power and might, and revealed unto the Prophets of old.  We have taken the inner essence thereof and clothed it in the garment of brevity, as a token of grace unto the righteous, that they may stand faithful unto the Covenant of God, may fulfill in their lives His trust, and in the realm of spirit obtain the gem of Divine virtue. 

O SON OF SPIRIT! My first counsel is this:  Possess a pure, kindly and radiant heart, that thine may be a sovereignty ancient, imperishable and everlasting. 

O SON OF SPIRIT! The best beloved of all things in My sight is Justice; turn not away therefrom if thou desirest Me, and neglect it not that I may confide in thee. By its aid thou shalt see with thine own eyes and not through the eyes of others, and shalt know of thine own knowledge and not through the knowledge of thy neighbor.  Ponder this in thy heart; how it behooveth thee to be.  Verily justice is My gift to thee and the sign of My loving-kindness.  Set it then before thine eyes. 

O SON OF MAN! Thou dost wish for gold and I desire thy freedom from it.  Thou thinkest thyself rich in its possession, and I recognize thy wealth in thy sanctity therefrom.  By My life!  This is My knowledge, and that is thy fancy; how can My way accord with thine? 

 O CHILDREN OF ADAM! Holy words and pure and goodly deeds ascend unto the heaven of celestial glory.  Strive that your deeds may be cleansed from the dust of self and hypocrisy and find favor at the court of glory; for ere long the assayers of mankind shall, in the holy presence of the Adored One, accept naught but absolute virtue and deeds of stainless purity.  This is the day-star of wisdom and of divine mystery that hath shone above the horizon of the divine will.  Blessed are they that turn thereunto. 

Prayer

Lord!  Pitiful are we, grant us Thy favor; poor, bestow upon us a share from the ocean of Thy wealth; needy, do Thou satisfy us; abased, give us Thy glory.  The fowls of the air and the beasts of the field receive their meat each day from Thee, and all beings partake of Thy care and loving-kindness. 


Deprive not this feeble one of Thy wondrous grace and vouchsafe by Thy might unto this helpless soul Thy bounty. 


Give us our daily bread, and grant Thine increase in the necessities of life, that we may be dependent on none other but Thee, may commune wholly with Thee, may walk in Thy ways and declare Thy mysteries.  Thou art the Almighty and the Loving and the Provider of all mankind.  

( 'Abdu'l-Bahá 

SACRIFICE

Opening Prayer

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God!  I am the one who hath sought the good pleasure of Thy will, and directed his steps towards the seat of Thy gracious favors.  I am he who hath forsaken his all, who hath fled to Thee for shelter, who hath set his face towards the tabernacle of Thy revelation and the adored sanctuary of Thy glory.  I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy call whereby they who recognized Thy unity have sought the shadow of Thy most gracious providence, and the sincere have fled far from themselves unto Thy name, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, through which Thy verses were sent down, and Thy word fulfilled, and Thy proof manifested, and the sun of Thy beauty risen, and Thy testimony established, and Thy signs uncovered, - I beseech Thee to grant that I may be numbered with them that have quaffed the wine that is life indeed from the hands of Thy gracious providence, and have rid themselves, in Thy path, of all attachment to Thy creatures, and been so inebriated with Thy manifold wisdom that they hastened to the field of sacrifice with Thy praise on their lips and Thy remembrance in their hearts. Send down, also, upon me, O my God, that which will wash me from anything that is not of Thee, and deliver me from Thine enemies who have disbelieved in Thy signs. 

     Potent art Thou to do what Thou willest.  No God is there beside Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. 

( Bahá'u'lláh 
Hinduism

Chandogya Upanishad 3.16.1

Man, in truth, is himself a sacrifice.

Bhagavad Gita 9.26~28

Whatever I am offered in devotion with a pure heart--a leaf, a flower, fruit, or water--I partake of that love offering.  Whatever you do, make it an offering to me--the food that you eat, the sacrifices that you make, the help you give, even your suffering.  In this way you will be freed from the bondage of karma, and from its results both pleasant and painful. Then, firm in renunciation and yoga, with your heart free, you will come to me.

Bhagavad Gita 4.24~32

The dedication of the offering is God; that which is offered is God; God offers it on God's fire.  God is attained by those who concentrate on God's work.  Some aspirants offer material sacrifices; others offer selfless service upon the altar of God.  Some renounce all enjoyment of the senses, sacrificing them in the fire of asceticism.  Others partake of sense objects but offer them in service through the fire of the senses.  Some offer the workings of the senses and the vital forces through the fire of self-control, kindled in the path of knowledge.  Some offer wealth; others offer asceticism and suffering.  Some take vows and offer knowledge and study of the scriptures; and some make the offering of meditation.  Some offer the forces of vitality, regulating their inhalation and exhalation, offering their life-breath as they breathe in and breathe out.  Others offer the forces of vitality by fasting.  All these understand the meaning of sacrifice and will be cleansed of their impurities.  In the offering is true sustenance, and through it a man or woman reaches the eternal Reality.  

But those who do not seek to serve are without a home in this world.  Arjuna
, how can they be at home in any world to come?  Thus many kinds of offerings are made, and each guides mankind along a path to God.  Know that they are born of action, and understanding this, you will attain liberation.

Satapatha Brahmana 6.1.10


So great is the power of sacrifice that it is the Self of the gods.  When, out of the essence of sacrifice, the gods had made their own Self, they took their seat in the world of heaven.  Similarly, the one who sacrifices now, when out of the essence of sacrifice he has made his own Self, takes his seat in the world of heaven.                   

Judaism

Midrash, Genesis Rabbah 56.11

Isaac willingly and gladly went with his father to Mount Moriah, to offer up his young life to the God whom he adored.  As they were wending their way to perform the will of God, Isaac said to his father, "O father, I am yet young, and I am fearful lest my body tremble at the sight of the knife, causing you grief; I am fearful lest the offering shall not be a perfect one, perfect as I should like it to be."

Mishnah, Abot 2.17

Let all your deeds be done for the sake of Heaven.

Talmud, Taanit 11a                

A man should share in the distress of the community, for so we find that Moses, our teacher, shared in the distress of the community.

Talmud, Berakot 17a

Whether we  bring much or little, it matters not, if only we fix our heart upon our Father in heaven.

Midrash, Baraita Kallah 8

Rabbi Meir was once asked, "Why do the scriptures tell us in some passages that sacrifice is very pleasant unto the Lord, while in others it is said that God dislikes sacrifices?"  He answered, "It depends whether a man's heart is sacrificed at the time he brings the sacrifice."

Zohar, Leviticus 9b


The essence of the offering is that it be analogous to the sin, and that a man offer to God his desires and passions, for this is more acceptable than all. Blessed are the righteous, that they bring this offering every day.

Zoroastrianism

Avesta, Yasna 33.14

To Thee as a sacrifice Zarathustra
 offers the very life and being of his self;  he dedicates the first fruits of his loving thoughts to Ahura Mazda
; He offers the best of his words and deeds and willing obedience to the Divine Law.

Buddhism

Lion’s Roar of Queen Srimala 3

In accepting the true Dharma
, may I abandon body, life, and property, and uphold the true Dharma.

Sikshasamuccaya 280~81, Vajradhvaja Sutra

       
A bodhisattva
 resolves, "I take upon myself the burden of all suffering; I am resolved to do so; I will endure it.  I do not turn or run away, do not tremble, am not terrified, nor afraid, do not turn back or despond.

       
"And why?  At all costs I must bear the burdens of all beings.  In that, I do not follow my own inclinations.  I have made the vow to save all beings.  All beings I must set free.  The whole world of living beings I must rescue from the terrors of birth, of old age, of sickness, of death and rebirth, of all kinds of moral offense, of all states of woe....  My endeavors do not merely aim at my own deliverance.  For with the help of the boat of the thought of all-knowledge, I must rescue all these beings from the stream of Samsara
, which is so difficult to cross....  I myself must grapple with the whole mass of suffering of all beings.  To the limit of my endurance I will experience in all the states of woe, found in any world system, all the abodes of suffering. And I must not cheat all beings out of my store of merit.  I am resolved to abide in each single state of woe for numberless aeons; and so I will help all beings to freedom, in all states of woe that may be found in any world system whatsoever.

       "And why?  Because it is surely better that I alone should be in pain than that all these beings should fall into the states of woe.  Therefore I must give myself away as a pawn through which the whole world is redeemed from the terrors of hells, of animal birth, of the world of Death, and with this my own body I must experience, for the sake of all beings, the whole mass of painful feelings.  And on behalf of all beings I give surety for all beings, and in doing so I speak truthfully, am trustworthy, do not go back on my word.  I must not abandon all beings.”

Christianity   

Matthew 16.24~25

 
Then said Jesus unto his disciples, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.


For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.” 

Romans 12.1                  

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

1 Peter 3.17

For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

John 15.13

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Romans 15.1~3

We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.

For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written,  “The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.”

I Corinthians 10.31

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do,  do all to the glory of God.

II Corinthians 9.7
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.                 
Islam

Hadith of Ibn Mahjah

The believer who participates in human life, exposing himself to its

torments and suffering, is worth more than the one who distances himself from its suffering.

Qur’án 103.1~3

By the declining day, Lo! man is in a state of loss, save those who believe and do good works, and exhort one another to truth and exhort one another to endurance.

Qur’án 7.161~63

Whoso bringeth a good deed will receive tenfold the like thereof, while whoso bringeth an ill deed will be awarded but the like thereof; and they will not be wronged.

Say: Lo! As for me, my Lord hath guided me unto a straight path, a right 

religion, the community of Abraham, the upright, who was no idolater.

Say: Lo! my worship and my sacrifice and my living and my dying are for Alláh, Lord of the Worlds.

Qur’án 64.9~11

O ye who believe! Let not your wealth nor your children distract you from remembrance of Alláh.  Those who do so, they are the losers.

And spend of that wherewith We have provided you before death cometh unto one of you and he saith: My Lord! If only thou wouldst reprieve me for a little while, then I would give alms and be among the righteous.

But Alláh reprieveth no soul when its term cometh, and Allah is aware of what ye do.

Bábí Faith
Selections from the Writings of the Báb, p. 67


O My servants!  Seek ye earnestly this highest reward, as I have indeed created for the Remembrance of God gardens which remain inscrutable to anyone save Myself, and naught therein hath been made lawful unto anyone except those whose lives have been sacrificed in His Path. Hence beseech ye God, the Most Exalted, that He may grant you this meritorious reward, and He is in truth the Most High, the Most Great.  Had it been Our wish, We would have brought all men into one fold round Our Remembrance, yet 

they will not cease to differ, unless God accomplish what He willeth through the power of truth.  In the estimation of the Remembrance this commandment hath, in very truth, been irrevocably ordained... 


God hath indeed chosen Thee to warn the people, to guide the believers aright and to elucidate the secrets of the Book.  

Bahá’í Faith
Gleanings from the Writings of  Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 75~6

That which thou hast heard concerning Abraham, the Friend of the All-Merciful, is the truth, and no doubt is there about it.  The Voice of God commanded Him to offer up Ishmael as a sacrifice, so that His steadfastness in the Faith of God and His detachment from all else but Him may be demonstrated unto men.  The purpose of God, moreover, was to sacrifice him as a ransom for the sins and iniquities of all the peoples of the earth.  This same honor, Jesus, the Son of Mary, besought the one true God, exalted be His name and glory, to confer upon Him.  For the same reason was Husayn offered up a sacrifice by Muhammad, the Apostle of God.

No man can ever claim to have comprehended the nature of the hidden and manifold grace of God; none can fathom His all-embracing mercy.  Such hath been the perversity of men and their transgressions, so grievous have been the trials that have afflicted the Prophets of God and their chosen ones, that all mankind deserveth to be tormented and to perish.  God’s hidden and most loving providence, however, hath through both visible and invisible agencies, protected and will continue to protect it from the penalty of its wickedness.  Ponder this in thine heart, that the truth may be revealed unto thee, and be thou steadfast in His path.

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 310~12


My God, my God!  If none be found to stray from Thy path, how, then, can the ensign of Thy mercy be unfurled, or the banner of Thy bountiful favor be hoisted?  And if iniquity be not committed, what is it that can proclaim Thee to be the Concealer of men's sins, the Ever-Forgiving, the Omniscient, the All-Wise?  May my soul be a sacrifice to the trespasses of them that trespass against Thee, for upon such trespasses are wafted the sweet savors of the tender mercies of Thy Name, the Compassionate, the All-Merciful. May my life be laid down for the transgressions of such as transgress against Thee, for through them the breath of Thy grace and the fragrance of Thy loving-kindness are made known and diffused amongst men.  May my inmost being be offered up for the sins of them that have sinned against Thee, for it is as a result of such sins that the Day Star of Thy manifold favors revealeth itself above the horizon of Thy bounty, and the clouds of Thy never-failing providence rain down their gifts upon the realities of all created things. 


I am he, O my Lord, that hath confessed to Thee the multitude of his evil doings, that hath acknowledged what no man hath acknowledged.  I have made haste to attain unto the ocean of Thy forgiveness, and have sought shelter beneath the shadow of Thy most gracious favor.  Grant, I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Everlasting King and the Sovereign Protector of all men, that I may be enabled to manifest that which shall cause the hearts and souls of men to soar in the limitless immensity of Thy love, and to commune with Thy Spirit.  Strengthen me through the power of Thy sovereignty, that I may turn all created things towards the Day Spring of Thy Manifestation and the Source of Thy Revelation.  Aid me, O my Lord, to surrender myself wholly to Thy Will, and to arise and serve Thee, for I cherish this earthly life for no other purpose than to compass the Tabernacle of Thy Revelation and the Seat of Thy Glory. Thou seest me, O my God, detached from all else but Thee, and humble and subservient to Thy Will.  Deal with me as it beseemeth Thee, and as it befitteth Thy highness and great glory. 

� major doctrinal work of the Báb 


� reputed founder of the White Yajur Vedic school


� one of five brothers, noted for his pure character


� Zoroaster


� Supreme Creative deity


� righteousness or duty; “law” in its broadest sense


� one who seeks enlightenment


� result or state of affairs whose cause and explanation is Karma





