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THE COVENANT


The Covenant is what we call the pattern or process that was set in to motion with Creation and maintains the on-going relationship of God with His creation (us).  "In order to enable the soul to progress an attain spiritual qualities and so reveal these [God's] latent attributes, God has made a Covenant with man and has required him to abide by its provisions.  We note therefore that whereas the body of man is bound by the laws of nature [like gravity], his soul is governed by the laws of the Covenant of God.  A covenant is a contract between two sides, each of whom has obligations to fulfil.  It follows that a meaningful covenant between God and man must require freedom of choice on both sides, and that man must exercise his free will in choosing his response to his Creator. …  We learn from the study of religions that it is the act of creation itself that brings about this Covenant of God with man.  God's part in the Covenant is to confer life upon the individual, to provide him, on the one hand, with his physical needs by placing at his disposal all the resources of this earth and, on the other, to bestow upon his soul the bounty of His Revelation by sending His Messengers to guide his steps toward his everlasting abode. …  This eternal Covenant of God with man encompasses several distinguishable forms.  The Bahá'í scholar George Townshend, for instance, has identified seven types of covenant as being subsidiaries of the eternal Covenant.  He outlines them as follows:

1. The… Covenant, beginning with Adam and closing with Bahá'u'lláh, between God and the whole human race.  [EDITOR'S NOTE:  I don't believe this is meant to imply that the Covenant has come to a close.  There is the eternal Covenant between God and man, to never leave us without guidance.  And there's the Adamic cycle which began with Adam and ended with The Báb, with Bahá'u'lláh ushering in the new Bahá'í cycle that will last for who knows how long.]

2. Between God and each Messenger, assigning His Mission.

3. Between a Messenger and the faithful:  Covenant of the next (or of a later) Manifestation.

4. Between the Messenger and the faithful:  Ethical Covenant of faith and obedience.

5. Between the Messenger and the faithful:  Covenant of immediate Successor.

6. Between the Messenger and a disciple.

7. Between the immediate Successor (e.g. the Centre of the Covenant) and the faithful:

i. Covenant of continuing succession

ii. Ethical Covenant"

[reprinted from The Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh by Adib Taherzadeh, pgs. 1-4]


"The door of the knowledge of the Ancient Being hath ever been, and will continue for ever to be, closed in the face of men.  No man's understanding shall ever gain access unto His holy court.  As a token of His mercy, however, and as a proof of His loving-kindness, He hath manifested unto men the Day Stars of His divine guidance, the Symbols of His divine unity, and hath ordained the knowledge of these sanctified Beings to be identical with the knowledge of His own Self.  Whoso recognizeth them hath recognized God.  Whoso hearkeneth to their call, hath hearkened to the Voice of God, and whoso testifieth to the truth of their Revelation, hath testified to the truth of God Himself.  Whoso turneth away from them, hath turned away from God, and whoso disbelieveth in them, hath disbelieved in God. Every one of them is the Way of God that connecteth this world with the realms above, and the Standard of His Truth unto every one in the kingdoms of earth and heaven.  They are the Manifestations of God amidst men, the evidences of His Truth, and the signs of His glory."  (Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings, pgs. 49-50)
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• THE COVENANT 
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Between God & mankind


God & Messenger - His Mission


Messenger & faithful - next Messenger


Messenger & faithful - obedience, faith
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how to improve our vision so we may "see" the path (truth/justice) more clearly
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